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To Eetoard H&rwy To the Honourable 
J?T<|uire , High D acres Barret^ 

Sheriff of the. '' Efquire, Higb< 
County of Bmkf, - Sheriff of the 

| r County of EJfex* 

AND TO; 

The Gentlemen of tKe Grande- 
Jury s of both Counties. 

"Hen I had perform d the - 
Service you did i me- the - 
Honour to call me to; in * Treading; 
of this Sermon + I am ferjwaded that 
the f reaching the feme Vifcourfe in 
Two Counties will make it eafely He- 
Bevd, I could have no Thoughts of 
making it more 'Public^. 

'But when You were pleas' d to Ex~ 
prefs fuch a. Degree of SattsfaBion in ? 

Hearing . 




The Dedication. 

Hearing it, xs inclmdYm 'to toy your . 
RefpeBive Commands upon me for its i 
TtwlkatiWi I could not hut loo^ upon 
mj felf under a Neeejfity of Committing 
it to the Trefs in Compliance with your 
foint Refuefi, leajH I fhouid jeem to 
Contradifl one of the Principal Do- 
grines advanci in tt, Of paying 

Obedience to the Commands 
of our Superiotirs* 

/ tould not lot otferve tftere was < 
mthmg $ Ufyht to recommend tk 
*Imk Mvered in it % with fmh Ad- 
vantage, or no render Ihem as Ufe- 
ful, *s The? m Suitable to the 
Necefjtties of the Wrefem Times we 
Ime ity ok tfrfe* them QPettlj Cmtte- 
mmcd v and Bmomaged iy Terfons of 
tour *Public\ btatum am Character* 
K Tis upon thefe Views that I now 
Humbly *Prffent the following Sermon 
layout Favourable Acceptance, efpe- 



The Dedication. 

cia/lj fince I have by this Means an 
Opportunity of acknowledging jour 
extraordinary Civilities to me y and of 
tefttfying in a* Way not altogether* 
Vnferviceable m the- TMicft that ; 
Ik ayt$ 

• * . 

Ytaur moft Obedient^ 
Humble Servant, 



& White. 
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Deut. 5. 29. 

that there were fuch an Heart in 
Them, that they would fear me, and 
hgef all my Commandments always, 
that it might be well mth Them, 
andmth their Children for ever. 

THESE Words are that paflionate 
Defire God condefcended to cxprefs 
to Mofes, concerning the National 
Happinefs of the Children of ifrael\ and 
were defigned to fuggeft to them the Me- 
thods by which this Glorious End was to be 
Accom pi ilhcd : By which They were to be 
advanced to that Profperous State he had ex- 
prefs'd his Concern for, and Inflated in thofe 
Publick Bleffings, his Diftinguifliing Provi- 
dence had intended for them. 

And indeed there is fuch a necefiary Con- 
nexion between the Obedience required, and 
the Recom pence propofed by God to Reward 
it, that I hope it will not feetn unnatural to 
apply this Paflage of the Law to the State of 
Chriftianity, and Endeavour co demon- 

B (trace 
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ftrate from the Words before us, Thar there 
is no fuch Effectual Method to Promote the 
Profperity and Welfare of a Nation, as the 
Pra&ife of Virtue and Religion ; nothing fo 
likely to continue the prefent Bfeffings any 
People may Enjoy to future Generations, as 
to Fear Cod and fep all by Commamdmnts 
always. 

There is fomethiftg fo Great and Noble in 
the Character of a Patriot, inch a Refemblance 
of the Divine Nature in a Generous Concern 
for the Good of our Country, that I eafily per- 
• fwade my felf,that All thofe whom I have the 
Honour to fpeak before, are under the Influ- 
ence ot this Noble Paflion» That they are 
follicitous for the publick Good of this Nati- 
on, and that it may be well not only with 
Themfclves, but with their Children for 
Ever. I (hall therefore confine my Thought* 
to the. Prescription which God himfelf ha/ 
left us to attain this Endj, by oonjidering the 
happy Influence of Religion upon Civil Go- 
vernments, and how 'Advantageous it is ta 
the Publick Profpcrity of a Nation, 

I. That the Providence of God would not 
Overlook even the Meaneft and moft Incon- 
siderable Creatures He hath made, feems 

there* 
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therefore to have been obferved by our Savi- 
our y that he fliigbt fully aflure us that Ato, 
who by the Excellency of his Nature, was 
talfed far above &em, is yet themdre imme- 
diate 0b;e& of his Tendernefs and Regard. 

And certainly if he voucmafe to take fuch 
Care of him conftder'd fingly, and in his Pri- 
vate: Capacity, much more does He Charge 
his Providence with whole Societies, and 
Combinations of Men s much more does He 
faterefthimfelf in Nations and Kingdoms, in 
Wftichlfte Lives tnd Fortunes of inch Nuta- 
tes aire IftVdlv'd. 

Now if bk does exercife fuch an Efpecial 
Providence over Human Affairs, it will be 
neeeflary for the Vindication of his Political 
Juftice, as He is the Governour and Lord of 
the World, Todiftiriguifh a Nation by Pecu- 
liar Marks of his Favour or Difpleafure, to 
Render them Profperom or Afflicted, accord* 
ing as Piety and virtue fiiall Flouriflt or De- 
cline amongft them. 

For indeed Ihk Life is the Only Seafon of 
DiftincYion and Recompence as to publick 
Bodies and Communities of Men* And Nati- 
ons, as fuch, are only liable to Temporal 
Punimmems and Rewards. 
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As to particular Pcrfons,the Juftice of God' 8 
Providence may be rnanifefted either in tbk, 
or a Future State j And it will be a fufficient 
Vindication of it, if the Irregularities and 
Diforders that feem to be overlooked in This 
World, are Revenged upon Tranigref- 
ors in Another. 

But as to Societies and Combinations of 
* Men, The Juftice of God muft proceed by 
ether Meafures. 

All the Governments of Thir Life will be 
Diuolved and Terminate with it : They will 
all at length be fwallowed up in the King* 
dom of the Lamb, and be made one People 
under one Lord and Head, Chrift Jefus : 
And therefore the Juftice of God's Admini- 
ftration with refpeftto States and Kingdoms, 
can only be rnanifefted here below ,* the Union 
by which They are joyn'd together being 
confined to this World, The Rewards or Pu- 
nilhments which (hall be allotted to them, 
cannot extend beyond it. 

Agreeably to this Notion, God is every 
where in Scripture defcrib'd to be the Sove- 
reign Lord of the World, the Supreme Mo- 
derator of all Events, and the Alone Difpo- 
fer of the Affairs and Fortunes of Nations. 



thou 
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Ibon art the God ffays King Hevut fyab) 
even thm alone of all the Kingdoms of the 
Earthy a Kings 19 i$. And he is represented 
in the Book of Job, ia. 33. To be the God 
that hcreafetb the Nations and defiroys them* 
that enlargetb the Nations and {heightens them 
again. 

And we may rationally fuppofc that He has 
Tranfmitted down to us fuch a Pun&ual Ac- 
count of the Hiftory of the Jewifb Nation, 
and of the various Providences he Interchan- 
geably exercifed towards them, that we 
might difcover the feveral Methods of his 
Dealing with States and Kingdoms, .and be 
fully Inftrucced in the general Rules of his 
Railing or Deprefiing the Nations of the 
World. 

Tis true indeed, That People were for 
fome time immediately under the Govern- 
ment of God Himfelf, and therefore it is not 
to be expected that his providence mould ob- 
ferve the fame Meafures towards other Nati- 
ons, or mould in all Circum fiances be con- 
formable to his Dealings with the Jws, yet 
fince we find He always purfued their Pablick 
Rebellions againft him with fignal Judgments, 
and rewarded their Obedience by as Diftin- 
guifliing Marks of his Favour, fince the Rea- 
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Ton of thofe Difpenfations towards them, as 
to the Main and Subftance of them Teem to 
be perpetual, and carry an Sternal Obligati- 
on with them, we are allured, that his Pro- 
vidence will always ftand engaged to Exalt 
or Deprefs any Nation, according as the In- 
terefts of Religion either Improve or De- 
cline amongft Them ; and that he will inter- 
pofe his Power in the Government of the 
World in fuch a vifible manner, as will fully 
• convince us, that Hot only the Strength and 
Eftablijbmettt of Kingdoms, but their verjr 
Being and SubMante are entirely founded up> 
on his Friendnip and Prote&ion. But, 

II. As the Methods of God's Ad- 
miniftration of the Affairs of this World make 
Religion and Virtue neceuary to the Prolpe- 
rity of a Nation ; fo have we a farther Confir- 
mation of this Truth, in that excellent Sy- 
' ftem of Life and Maimers, which is prefcrib'd 
in the Gofpel for the Government of our 
Lives, 

I cannot hope to fpeak to all the Particu- 
lars of this Argument, fince even the kwtjt 
Degrees of Virtue (if we had time to consi- 
der them) would appear in their Propordon 
to be conducive to the Benefit of Societies, 
i and 
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and by a Remote Inflacnce at leaft, to be 
Subfcrvient to the Publick Peace and Happi- 
ttefs i I (ball therefore beg leave to confine 
my felf to the Consideration of thofc Chri* 
ftian Duties, which feem to be of a more 
Publick and Extenfive Chara&er* and to bear 
a more particulax Relation to the Solemnity of 
this Day. 

In difcourfihg on which Subject I (haU en- 
deavour to illuftrate the Influence of Religion 
upon States, and Kingdoms, from thefe fol- 
lowing Principles. 

Firfi, Becaufe it lays upon us the Firraeft » 
Obligations to Honour and Obey our Civil a 
Covernoun. And, 

Secoudtyi To> obfervc a ftrifl; and impartial 
Jufticein our Commerce with one another. 

Thirdly* and laftly, Becaufe it engages 
by the moft prevailing Motives, to all Mutu- - 
al Offices of Love and Kindncfs, and Infpires 
us with all thofeGood Difpofitjons that tend ;. 
ivVrntj Peace. 
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Fir ft, Religion lays 'upon us the Firmefi 
Obligations to Honour and Obey our Civil 
Governours. , 

As Government and Society were* by the 
general Providence of God Eftablifhed from . 
the Beginning of the World, as being abfo- 
lutely neceuary for our Common Peace and 
Safety ; fo has it always been one great End 
of Religion, to fecure Obedience and Sub- 
< million to the Commands of thofe who have 
prefidedin them, and to enforce upon all, 
'who have had the Benefit of their Admini- 
ftration, a great refpecl: and reverence to the 
Perfons of their Governours, on account of 
the publick Character they fuftained, and the 
High Authority by which they aded. And 
accordingly we may obferve, that Solomon^ 
when he was reflecting, on the Advantages 
that acru*d to Societies, from the Inftitution 
of Human Governments, did not thirik it 
improper to recommend Religion andXoyal- 
' ty to us by one Common Precept, and to a£ 
fure us, that Our Higheft Obligation, next 
to that of obeying God, is to fubmit our 
felves to thofe whom he bad appointed his 
Deputies and Vicegerents here upon Earth, 

My 
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My Son y fear thou the Lord and the King^ 
Prov. 24. a 1. ' 

Thus again are we admonifhed by the Uni- 
ted Authority of the two great Apoftles, To 
fubmifour /elves to every Ordinance of Man, for 
the Lord's fake ; whether it be to the King as 
Supreme-, or unto Covet nours, as unto them that 
are fent by Him, for the fmifbmenttf Evil Do-, 
ers y and for the Praife of them that do well : For 
fits the WiU of Cod, 1 Pet. a. 13, 14, 15. 

Upon the fame Principle does St. Paul ptefi 
upon us Subjection to the Higher Powers ; 
becaufe They ite ordain d by God pad appoint- 
ed his Mrnifterr to us for Good, therefore we 
mufe needs befubjeB not only for wrath* that is, 
out of an apprehension of Punifliment, butaU 
fo for Confcienei fakg 9 out of a Senfe of Duty, 
and becaufe God requires it of us. . 

But I need not be tedious in reciting the 
Authorities the infpir'd Writings afford us to 
this Purpofe, being (enfible I am recommend- 
ing a Duty not only beneficial to Societies in 
general, but in an efpeckl manner eafy and 
delightful to Z>s, who are happy under Her 
pretent Majefties Adminiftration and Go- 
vernment. 

It is the Invaluable Blefling of this Kingdom 
to fee all the Qualifications of a Wife, Juft, 

C and 







An Jfjisg Sermon. 



and Merciful Governour United in Her Sacred? 
Perfon, and in every Step of her Conduct (he 
demonftrates her (elf to be ththtiirifler ofGod 
to us for Good. Since Her happy Acceflion to 
the Throne, (he teems to have known no- 
greater Satisfaction than what arifes from the 
good Eftate of the Publick, and to have direcV 
ed her Gates not (b much to make her felf: 
Great as her Subjects Hapfy (if yet thofe; 
Defigns can be difiinguifli'd). 

Her being bred tip in the Communion of: 
the Eftablifli'd Church, Her firm Adherence 
no It in times of Danger, together with the 
filming Example of thofe Perfonal Virtues by 
which She adorns ity give us all the Afliiranee 
we could hope for, that all its Sacred Right* 
and Privileges fliall be inviolably feenred under 
her Administration, and that She will trans- 
mit to pofterky that moft Excellent Religion 
that is EftabUfli'd arnongft U». 
s Ana- what are all the Sucoe&s which have 
conftantly attended the Arms of Her victori- 
ous General abroad', and the happy Effect 
which we may hope for from the fats altnoft 
unexampled Union in theCouniels of the great 
AfTembly of the Nation at Home, but £o ma- 
ny Barnefts which Providence has given us of 
our future Har>pinefi ? That He will enable 

our 
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<>ttt Sovereign to protecr. the Religion and Li- 
berties of Her Subjects againft the common Ad- 
verfary, and by placing a Prince, whofe Pre- 
tentions (he is fupporting with her Arms upon 
liis lawful Throne, will So erTedually reftorc 
the Ballance of Power to Europe, as to lay a 
folid-Foundation for the Glory of Her Own 
Reign, and the common fa&cy of Succeeding 
Generations. 

And now how Pernicious muft all 'fuch 
Attempts be, as tend to Disorder the 
Methods of our Government at Home, whilft 
Thofe who are fet over Us, are endeavouring 
to make us Eafy and Happy in our ielves, 
and fecure againft our Enemies Abroad ? 
flow unreafonable is it m this great Con* 
junSure, to entertain and propagate any 
Groundless Sufpicions againft Thofe who are 
let in high Places of Power and Authority over 
Us ? Or by Evil Infinuationsagainft Them, fo 
to derogate from their Reputation and EG- 
•teem, as to render them IeG Capable of Pro- 
moting the Publick Good ? With what De- 
teftation ftiould we reje& fuch Imaginary 
Schemes of Government as tend to Uiuettle 
Oar Conftitution, and Impeach thqfcrVinci- 
ples upon which our Prefent Efiablijhment as 
well *bur F*twte BxpeBations are Founded ? 

C 2 Gei> 
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Certainly fuch unreafonable Jealoufies and 
Opinions are as contradictory to the Laws of 
the Gofpel, as thole of our Country 5 and 
whatever other Caufe may be defign'd to be 
ferv'd, it is to be fear'd that of the Pro- 
tefiant Religion ts the lead intended by Them. 

Such Secret fnfinuarions againft the Cha- 
racter of our Superiours are fome of the 
Higheft Ads of Di (obedience We can Ex- 
prefs againft them.* And (to ufe theExprefii- 
ons of the Pfalmift) like the Term by Night, 
and the Feftiltnce that walkgtb in Darhpefs y 
are as Pernicious to Government, as the open 
Attempts of its moil Avow'd Enemies, as The 
Arrow that flietb by Day, and the VeftrnBim 
that waftetb at Noon-Day, Pfal. 91. 5,6. 

And therefore it is one great part of our 
Religion to Difcourage and Reftrain all foch 
Licentious PradHes, by obliging us to Treat 
the Characters of Thofe that are fet over us, 
with Reverence and Efteem i and to abftain 
from all fuch Undutiful Cenfures and Sug- 
geftions againft Them, as will naturally End 
in the Diminution of their Perfons and Au- 
thority, and difable Them for Discharging 
that Truft which Providence has committed 
to Them : To receive their Counfels and De- 
terminations, how Different foever they may 

be 
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be from our own private Sentiments, with 
Deference and Refped, and to fuppofe, that 
They, like Providence it lelf (whofe Mini- 
fters they are; may do. many things upon 
great and wife Reafbns, which yet We are 
not able fully to comprehend 

Thus are the Laws of the Gofpel, by 
ftrengthning the? Authority of Princes, and 
Enabling them to accompliih the Ends for 
which they were appointed, conducive ta 
the general Good of Mankind, and have an 
Immediate Influence upon the Profperity of 
a tiatio*, as they have in the 

Second Phce, By enforcing upon us the 
Pradice of Juftice and Righteouiheft in our 
Dealings and fntercourfes with one another. 

As Religion preferves and keeps up alt the 
Neceflary Powers of our Civil Governours ; 
fo does it farther contribute to the Order audi 
Harmony of the World, by redrawing us 
from all the Methods of FaKhood and In ju« 
ftice, and every Wrongful: Invafion, which- 
our Fntereft might incline us to make on the 
Fofleflions of our Fellow Subjeds. 

By reprefenting God to be the Author* of 
all the Rights with which We are Invefted, 
and the Supreme and Independent Proprietor 
'* Croak, 
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whom at| our Juft Claims and Properties are 
originally deriv'd, it atiures us that every Pub- 
rick Ad of Injuftice, every oped Invafion of 
the Rights of others, is in effect an Injury to 
. 43od Hunfcif, and a Defiance eo the Orders 
and Difpofals of his Providence $ it tends as 
far as in us lies, to rum iiim out of the Go- 
vernment of the World, and ilfitrp to our 
felves bis Eternal Right and Dominion. 

For what is this but a plain Declaration 
that We vriH not be concluded by cheDivifion 
m& Attottnents which Cod has made of the 
things of this World, nor fnbmit to the Re- 
gulations his Vicegerents here on Earth have 
€ftabliu'd for Determining theRights of Par- 
ticular Men* 

There fc&imicfi of «he Kit^dom of Dark- 
nek in every h£t of Inju&ice, that a Man 
muft have loft all the Diftia&ion between 
<3ooH and Evil, all Consideration of a Supe- 
*ionr Invulble Power, who will call him to aa 
Account -for his A&ions, before he can al- 
low himfelf the loweft Degree of it ; and 
*very violent Invafion which he makes upon 
the Life, Fortunes, t>r Reputation of others, 
<locs demonftrate him to have Abandorfd all 
Senfe of Religion, and to be in the Number 
inf thofe Who fay m their hearts fbm if m Cod, 

For, 
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For, indeed, could the Gofpel gain an U- 
niverfal Conqucft over the Minds of Men, or 
bad the Precepts of it the proper Influence its 
Author intended it mould have upon us, we 
fhould foon be prevail'd on to maintain a 
ftri& Integrity in all our Profeffions and In- 
tercourfes with Men, and not allow our felves 
in any Gourfe of Action which the Laws of 
Juftice and Equity Difapprove. We fhould '■■ 
readily chink our felves obliged fo to deal with 
every. Man, as if we had exchanged Perfents 
wkh htm, and He were placed in our Gircum- 
fances,. and we in His ; we fhould enverfe 
in the world with Simplicity <&d Godly- Since- 
rity^ dud notfo beyond or defraud our Brttber in 
my Matter, 1 Thef 4. 6. And what a Noble 
Idea of that Happy Slate we fhould live in, 
might we frame to oar (elves, if the Love of * 
Righteomfnefsand Juiriccdid UniverfaUy pre- 
vail omongft us ? and what a near approach : 
would This World make co the Happinefs 
of the Other, if aH the Inhabitants of %t 
were under the Powerful Impreflion of 4 . 
Them? 

The Blood of the Innocent would no Ion-- 
ger cry out for Vengeance span tbev Head* 
if thofe that fhed k, cor the World be 
any more Dlfturbd by the Son* *>f .Violence- - 

and,! 
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Opprcffion. Our Truft andConfidence in one 
another would be founded uponlnfallibleRea* 
fans, and we might rely upon thePromifes and 
Engagements of Thofe we convers'd with, as 
fafely as on the dccomplijbment. of them. 

We ihould no more be troubled with the 
forrowful Sigbings of the Prifmers that come 
before us y nor the fruitlefs Mournings of 
ibofe that are appointed to Pie. The Puni(h- 
ment and Guilt of Injuftice would ceafe to? 
gether ; and, to continue the Expreflions of 
the tfalmift, There would be no more Lead- 
ing into Captivity, not fo much as any Complain- 
ingin our Streets, 

Now tho' it is not to be expected that Re* 
ligion mould ever gain web Authority over 
the Minds of Men, as to introduce and fettle 
fuch a happy Change amongft them, yet the 
Account we have been giving may furr 
uifli us with this Obfervation, with which I 
ihail conclude this Head, That All the Kegn- 
iarity and Order, All the Tolerable Peace and 
Security me can hope for bore below, are founded 
upon the great Duties of Right eoufne ft and Jur 
flice. Either as They recommend themielves to 
oar Practice by. their own Native Excellency sud 
Goodntfs, or are Enfotcdupon us by the Power 
-and Authority of the Civil Magi ft ate* 

thirdly >, 
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Thirdly ) The happy Effects of Religion 
upon Societies, will appear from hence, be- 
caufe it Engages us by the mo ft prevailing 
Motives, to Univerfal Love and Kindnefs, 
and infpires us with thofe good Difpofitions 
of Mind that tend to Unity and Peace. 

As the Profperity of Societies is founded 
on the Harmony and Agreement of its Mem- 
bers, fo do Fa&ion and Difcord, every furi- 
ous and Intemperate Paflion within us, natu- 
rally tend to the Diflblution of them, ac- 
cording to that Divine Aphorifm of our 
Saviours, A Kingdom divided againfi it felf y 
if brought to Defiiation, Luke 1 1. 17. And 
therefore does our moft Holy Religion, 
which was intended to fave us not only from 
the Wrath to come, but from a great part of 
the Evils and Miferies of this Life, in the 
moft paflionate manner excite us to follow af- 
ter the things that mah$ for Peace, and to do 
our part, that there be no Divifiont amongfi 
Dty but that we be perfectly joind together in 
the fame Mind, and in the fame Judgment, 
1 Cor. 1. 10. The Defign of which general 
Precepts is, to inftrud us what ftrift Obliga- 
tions we are under, to live in Unity with 
Thofe who are joyn'd in the fame Common 
Society with us j and to fubdue that Conten- 

D tious 
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tious and Un peaceable Spirit, which is fo trou- 
ble fo me to the Governments of the World, 
and the Caufe of fo many Mifchiefs and Dis- 
orders in them. 

And indeed 'tis with great Reafon that the 
Apoftles do prefs thefe Duties with more 
than ordinary Frequency and Earneftneis up- 
on us, Once their Influence is of fuch Mo- 
ment and Importance to the Publick Good. 

For were but Men generally afted by the 
Principles of Mutual Charity, and difpofed 
to receive the kindly Impreflions of Unity and 
Peace, how foon would this Temper Extin- 
guifli all thofe Opprobrious Marks of Dif- 
ference, which Incendiaries have invented, to 
the Prejudice of our Church and State ? What 
a happy End would it put to thofe Inodiar- 
ing Characters of Diftin&ion, with which 
they have attempted to divide even the 
Church it felf, by making a Separation 
amongft Thofe who have been always United 
in the fame Communion,' and walked together 
in the Houfe of God as Friends ? 

It would notfuffer us to Traduce and Blac- 
ken Thofe as Betrayers of the Intereft of our 
Church, who are not ready at all times tp 
Exprefs a Furious, Revengeful, and Exter- 
minating Zeal for it i nor to queftion the 

Since- 
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Sincerity of their Concern for. the Caufe of 
Religion, who make any Scruple of calling 
down Fire from Heaven againft the Enemies 
©fit. 

for certainly this is a Spirit, which how- 
ever it may become a Jewifh Sanhendrim, or 
Romifli Inquifition, is altogether Unfuitable 
to the Temper and Defign of the Golpel, 
which aflures us that T&<? Son of Man is not 
tome to deftroy Went Lives, but to fave 
them* 

they indeed might hope to maintain their 
Corrupt Opinions by Methods of Severity, 
and by offering a Sacrifice of Blood, might 
think to do God good Service : Bat tiT*,who(e 
Happincfs it is to be born in the Communion 
of a Church, whofe Doctrines and Publick 
Offices are founded in the Scriptures, and the 
fra&ife of the Firft and Pureft Ages, whofe 
Ceremonies are IHeful and Significant, and 
agreeable to the general Rules of Decency 
prefcrib'd in the Scriptures) We, I lay, have 
not fo learned Chrift. 

We may Appeal, and Refer the Merits of 
our Caufe to the common Reafon of Man- 
kind, and therefore that Univerfal Charity, 
which is the Charaderiftick of our Church, 
as well as of Chriftianity it felf, will oblige 

D 2 us 



20 An Jffi^e Sermon, 



us to reduce thofe who are involv'd in any 
Error by all cbe Ways of Prudence and Love* 
by all thofe Engaging Methods of Mildnefs, 
Inftrudion, and Reproof, as are moll likely 
to bring them to Repentance, and a better 
Mind. U is the Duty of a Scrvtnt of the 
Lord (fays the great Apaftle^) not to tirivt, 
bnt to b* gtotle wito all nttn, apt to tiacb, patv- 
ent ; in metkpeff inftru8ing tbofi that oppoft 
ihemfdvcs, if God per adventure mill give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the tmtb, 
% Tim. a. 94. 

And what Age did ever more loudly pro- 
claim the necefiity of thefe Duties, than the 
pre&nt Timet we five m ? Or when did our 
AfTajb abroad* and indeed the Genet* I Inte- 
reft of oux Nation more pveffingly engage u» 
to the Practice of them ? 

We are fiill contending in War with the 
Ancient Rival of the Power and Throne of 
England, the Profels'd Enemy of the Prote- 
fiant Name, pur preient Government, and 
Eftablifhed Religion; and tho* the Succefles 
our Arms have been • Ble&'d with, give us 
hope* it may end in the rtonour and Safety 
of our Nation i yet when we confider the 
Sufficiency of that Prince we are engaged with, 
what a long time he has withftood the United 

Powers 
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Powers of Entope againft him, and (which 
is the moft melancbolick part of che Refle- 
xion) that there . are not wanting amongft 
m Thofc, whofe Principles muft Incline them 
to wi/h well to his Caufe * how ready mould 
all of us be, who are in the Intereft of our 
Constitution, to facrifice oar private Refent* 
ments to the pubJick Good ? and whatever 
Differences may arifc among us as to matters 
of pure Opinion, to confpire in the Advance- . 
roenc of tbofe things wherein all of us agree 5 
TbrProteftant Religion and the prefcnt Efta<- 
Mifljmem? 

The Praftife of thefe things have been Co- 
frequently recommended to us from the 
Throne, and fo advantageoufly fet off by the* 
great Example of the United Wifdom of the 
Nation, that < cannot hope to add Force to. 
the Argument from any human Topicks, and 
therefore ! mall apply my felf to the Pro* 
tenants of thefe Nations in that Patheticfe 
Strain wherein St. Foul addre&d himfelf to- 
the Divided Church of Fbilippi. 

If then be any confoUtion in thrift, if any 
comfort of Love, if any Fellowjhip of the Spi- 
rit, if any Bonteh and Mercies : Fulfil ye my 
Joy, that ye be like-minded, having the fame 
love, being of one accord, and one mind ^hi. 1 ,3. 

And 
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And thus having demon ftrated the happy 
Effc&s of Piety and Virtue upon our Politi- 
cal Happinefs, and (hewn the Pra&ife of them 
to be the only certain Method of fecuring 
the Peace and Tranquility of thele Nations, 
what 160130189 but that we fuffer the Argu- 
ments, which I have been enforcing upon us, 
to be of that Weight and Confideration with 
us, which their Moment and importance 
. call for j? 

Let- us All then be perfwaded to Labour 
after that Univerfal Righteoufnefi, Which 
will not only befriend Us hereafter, but car- 
' ries an immediate Recompence in Hand, and 
will moft certainly derive upon us all the, 
Bleffingsof Life. 

• We all of us Teem ready to hazard our 
Lives, and to expofe our Eftates and For- 
tunes, and all that is dear to us, for the Ser- 
vice and Prefervation of our Country ; And 
Why then mould we not take that compen- 
dious Method God Himfelf has pointed out 
to us, of Fearing Him, and Keeping all bis 
Commandments always } Why fhould we not 
endeavour to remove the great Obftru&ions 
of our National Happinefs, and fince we are 
willing to part with our Lives for it, tofa- 
. crificc our Sins at leail to the publick Good 

\ and 
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and Safety ? More efpecially let us make it 
our Bufinefs to Preferve and Keep up the 
Dignity and Authority of that Happy Con- 
ftitution we are Blefs'd with t by entertaining 
a Juft and Honourable Opinion of our Law- 
ful Superiors. Let us endeavour to pra&ife 
thole great and important Duties of Juftice 
and Righteoufnefs in our Dealings with one 
another, and pay all that Deference and Ho- 
nour to thofe who are entrufted with the 
publick Adminiftration of Juftice amongft u% 
Seeing that by them we enjoy great Quiet nefs t . 
and that very worthy Deeds are done unto this * 
Nation by their Providence, Aft, 24. i. 

Let us, if it be poffibk y andas much as in 
us lies, live peaceably with - all Men, and 1 
mar\ tbofe that caufe Divipons amongft Ms y 
and avoid them. 

But above all things let us all Unite in an 
Unfeigned Application to the Throne of 
Grace, that God would be pleas'd to grant 
our Gracious Sovereign a Long and Happy 
Reign over us, and to direct Her Counfels, 
and proiper Her Endeavours for Her own 
Honour, and the publick Good i and that 
when He fhall Tranflafe Her from hence to 
a far better Kingdom, and reward Her for 
the Bleflings her Government (hall have de- 
rived 



24. ■ Aa jffi^e Sermon* 

rived on thefe Nations, with a Crown incor- 
ruptible, and which fadeth riot away, that 
then He would Bleis our Pofterity with a Suc- 
ceflion of the like Pious and Renowned Prin- 
ces of the Proteftant Line, to Proted and 
and Govern this Proteftant Church and King- 
dom, that it might not only be well with Us, 
but with our Children for Ever, which, &c 
God of his Infinite Mercy Grant to thefe 
Nations, for the Merits of his moft Blefled 
Son Jeius Chrift our Lord. 

To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, Three Perfons, but one God, be At 
crib'd, as is moft Due, all Praife, Might, 
Majefty, and Dominion, for Ever and Ever. 
Amen, 
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